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Why Be a Critical Reader?

• Your assignments in this class, and the multiple 

choice and free response (essay) section of the 

English Language and Composition AP Exam 

will require you to be a critical reader.  

• Being a critical reader will help you: 

– Understand the prompt or question

– Comprehend the provided texts

– Compose a strong response (essay)

• Internalizing these strategies will ensure your 

success in this class, on the AP Exam, and any 

class you take in the future that involves reading.



Reading Critically 

• Careful, close reading of a text is the first 

stage in writing an essay that responds to 

or builds upon the ideas in the original. 

• Also called “reader response” writing.  This 

reading goes beyond merely extracting the 

“facts” from the original text.  

• It prepares you to analyze it critically 

through your own writing! 



Rhetorical Analysis

• Rhetoric:  The way people produce texts to create 

meaning.

• Analysis:  Derived from the Greek word unravel or 

loosen (to break apart).

• Dividing an argument or text into its components to 

investigate it systematically, see how the parts work, and 

determine how the parts speak to the whole.

• The two main components of a rhetorical analysis:

– Determining the central question or idea of the “text” you are 

being asked to analyze.

– Probing how the component parts of the “text” or object answer 

the central question



The Intended Audience

• Audience:  The intended reader or participant who will 

engage with the text (or visual or auditory text).

• When reading or viewing a text, you are the audience.  

When composing, you are writing for an audience.

• Thinking Critically:  Whenever you read an argument 

you must ask yourself, "is this persuasive? And if so, to 

whom?“

Marcus Tullius Cicero.  Born January 3 106 

BC.  Assassinated December 7, 43 BC



Strategies:  

Successfully Completing the 

Free Response Section of the 

AP Language and 

Composition Exam

1. The Five Steps

2. The What/How Approach



1. Annotate As You Read

• Begin with a quick skim of the text(s). 1-2 

minutes at the most!

• Then, with a pencil or pen in hand, read through 

the text quickly, but do not just skim it.

• Highlight key words, phrases, or ideas that strike 

you as unusual or important. 

• Make notes and write questions in the margins.

• On the AP Lang. and Comp. exam, you will have 

to do this very quickly.

• This is called “Active Reading”



2. Read for Topic, Scope, Purpose, 

and Main Idea

After you read think about the following:

• What is the author’s position and or purpose? 

• What are the author’s main points? 

• How does the writer provide details and facts?  

• What is the author’s attitude towards the 

subject matter and what do they want a reader 

to believe and feel? (emotions)

• How does the author arrive at a conclusion? 

• For arguments, is the passage logical?  Is the 

author trustworthy? 



3. Evaluate the Author’s Effectiveness

• Having understood the passage, do you 

agree or disagree?  

• What questions do you still have?  

• Is the passage convincing or effective?  

• Does the author get you thinking and 

creating an internal dialogue about his or 

her topic?

• Is the author’s rhetorical approach (how 

they structure the argument) effective?



4. Organize a Response (address the 

prompt)

• Now that you have examined the text, and extracted 
what you can from it, you should be ready to present 
your interpretation and/or evaluation of it.  

• Go to your notes and any annotations you have made.  
Review the ideas.  Do you agree or disagree?  

• Formulate a response. Make sure you have
evidence from the text to support your response!
REMEMBER—you are formulating a response, not
summarizing the passage!

• Your response is some kind of hypothesis about the
text—this is your thesis.

– Obama’s farewell speech offered hope to lower and middle
class Americans.

– The Gettysburg Address justified the massive costs of the Civil
War.



5. Select What to Write About

• Due to the short amount of time you will have 
with your assignments in class and on the AP 
test, you will have to pick and choose your 
evidence and topics.  

• Pick one or two topics or ideas you feel 
strongly about.  Make sure you have the 
textual evidence to back your claims.

• Make sure to address the arguments of the 
opposition and refute them. (counterclaim)

• DO NOT TRY TO COVER EVERYTHING! Be 
precise and concise.  



The “What / How” Approach

• Similar to the five steps, the What / How approach can 

help you understand and formulate a response to a text 

or group of texts.

• It is simple, choose a “what” question (see 5 Steps #2 

and #3) and answer it by stating “how” the author 

accomplishes it.

– What is the author’s main purpose? (To get citizens to oppose 

the war in Afghanistan)

– How do they accomplish this? (by providing injury and casualty 

statistics and showing pictures of wounded Afghani children and 

wounded U.S. soldiers)

• Repeat these steps until you have enough information to 

write your response.



Summary of Lesson

• Understanding rhetoric and rhetorical structures 

can help you be a better critical thinker, reader, 

and writer!

• When responding to a prompt (free response) 

have a plan and follow that plan. (5S or WH)

• The information from this presentation was taken 

from several sources, including:

– Kaplan AP Language and Composition Study Guide

– Writing America:  Language and Composition in 

Context



Lesson 2:  Strategies in Practice—Fast Food 

Nation and Supersize Me

Group Activity Directions:

1. Students will divide into six groups—one for each section of FFN

and one for SSM.

2. Each group will create a PowerPoint or Google Slides 

presentation and provide a summary and analysis of their 

section.

• Short summary

• Central idea(s) + two direct quotes (support)

• Author’s purpose + two direct quotes (support)

• How author achieves their purpose + two direct quotes 

(support)

3. Have an introduction, body, and conclusion.

4. Use text, images, and possibly video.

5. Correctly cite in-text and on a works cited page.


